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ADVOCATE FOR R-4 
SANYA KAUSHAL 
B-65,PHASE-1ST 
ASHOK VIHAR
NEW DELHI-110052
(9882805709)

DATE: 23.04.25
PLACE:DHARAMSHALA 
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Inspec tion report 

In compliance of the directions issued by Regional officer, HPSPCB 

Regional artier 'Dhar{un's~t,la vidt: letter no.PCB/Mining File/RO(O/sala)/2023/- 3493 ~94 dated 

17 .08.2024 in reference of OA No. 723/2024 titled News items appearing in divya himachal.com 

c.latt!d 13 .05 .2024 pending before the Hon'ble NGT,New Delhi. fn this regard the site in question 

was inspected a/w Mining Inspector Indora on dated 29.08.2024 and observed that the si te in 

question is located in Kudsan village, adjacent to lndora, Himachal Pradesh, near the Tara 

' 
Khad/Nalla, a tributary of the Beas River. No illegal mining activities were observed during the 

inspection . No signs of digging or excavation were found at this site during inspection. The site 

appeared to be filled with sand, with vegetation growing in the area. Water samples were 

collec·ted from the Tara Khad both near the site and downstream before it meets the Beas River. 

These samples were sent to the lab for water quality analysis and result is awaited. The 

concerned Tehsildar Indora,Distt. Kangra was directed to patwari to submit the land records for 

proper identification of the site, but no report has been submitted yet. The Mining Inspector of 

Indoi:a submitted his report through the Mining Officer of Nurpur, which is enclosed herewith . 

Photographs of site are also enclosed herewith for further refe,rei:ice. 

It is submitted for further necessary action please. 

Er. Rahul Shanna 

Assistant Environmental Engineer 

HPSPCB,Sub regional office Nurpur 

ANNEXURE P-1

ADVOCATE 

 
TRUE COPY
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Status report of the ,Joint inspection team in the matter of OA No. 723/2024 titled 
News Item titled"~ +:t1fQn41 ~ &l-&61 cfR'fa'trr ~~~i'' appearing in divyahimachal.com 
dated May 13, 2024 pending before the Hon 'hie NGT, New Delhi 

The Hon'ble National Green Tribunal (NGT), New Delhi, taking suo-motu cogniz.ance 
on the news item titled •~ JIJfin.!./1 # ~ c/lf" /?;41" ~appearing in divyahimachal.com 

dated May 13, 2024 observed that: 

1. This original application is registered suo-motu on the basis of the news item titled 

•~ JIJfin47 # ~ c/lf" /?;41" ~ appearing in divyahimachal. com dated 

13.05.2024. 

2. The matter relates to illegal mining being done in the Kangra district of Himachal 
Pradesh. As per the article, mining mafias have even started using government 
lands to do illegal mining. It states that some parts o/Gochar land falling in Kudsan 
village Panchayat adjacent to Indora, has been encroached by illegal construction 
and now the mining mafia is openly using JCB on this land 

3. The news item highlights that illegal mining is at its peak in Indora tehsil of Kangra 
district. It further highlights that the concerned auihorities are not taking any kind 
of action to stop such illegal activity in the territory. · 

4. The above matter indicates violation of the Environment P_rotection Act, 1986 and 

Sustainable Sand Mining Management Guidelines, 2016. 

5. The news item raises substantial issue relating to compliance of the environmental 
norms and implementation of the provisions of scheduled enactment. 

6. Power of the Tribunal to take up the matter suo-motu has been recognized by the 
Hon'ble Supreme Court in ·the matter of "Municipal Corporation of Greater 

Mumbai us. Ankita Sinha & Ors." reported in 202_1 sec Online SC 897. 

7. Hence, the following were impleaded as respondents in the matter: 
i. Himachal Pradesh Pollution Control Bpatd, Throughit8 Member Secretary 

Him Parivesh, Phase-III, Ne~ Shimla -171 009 Himachal Pradesh, India. 

ii. Central Pollution Control Board, Through its Member Secretary Parivesh 
Bhawan, East Arju_,y Nagar, Delhi-110032 

iii. !RO, MOEF & CC, Shirnla C:.G.O. Complex, Longwood, Shimla-171001 

iv. Deputy Commissioner, Kangra Deputy Commissioner Kangra at 

Dharamshala, Room No. 802, iJharamshala- 176215 

8. Let notice be issued to the above respondents for filing their response at least one 
week before the next date of hearing. 

In compliance with the order, the matter was enquired through Tehsildar Indora, AEE 
HPSP~B Sub Regional Office Nurpur, and the Mining Officer Nurpur. The report received 
from T6fsildar Indora, AEE HPSPCB Sub Regional Office Nurpur & Mining Officer Nurpur 
are attacl,ed herewith as Annexure-1 & II !espectively. 

ANNEXURE P-28366



!\s pcr the report of the Tchsildar, lndorn , on spot inspection it was revealed that the 
location shown in the photograph publi shed in thc Divya Himachal article dated May 13 , 2024 , 
is situated in Village Kudsun, Tchsil lndora , District Kangra, Himachal Pradesh. As per the 
i'l.: vt.:nue record , the uhovcmcntioned land is compri sed in Khata Number 262 Min , Khatouni 
Number 152 Min, bearing Khasra Number 861/1, area measuring 12-98-89 HM and is recorded 
in tht.: ownership of Sarkar Himachal Pradesh Kahza Taabe Hakook Bar/an Barlandaran, 
K isam "Gair Mum kin Khad" & is situated in Mahal Kudsan, Tehsil Jndora, District Kangra, 
I limachal Pradesh. A part of the land bearing Khasra Number 861/1 has been illegally 
cncroached upon by the local residents. Encroachment cases under Section 163 of the Himachal 
Pradesh Land Revenue Act, 1954 are c~rrently pending for adjudication before the Court of 
I ,d. J\ssistant Collector, IInd Grade, Indora against the encroachers. On the remaining portion 
of' land bearing Khasra No. 861 /1, a pit/ ditch measuring 00-00-60 HM was found on the spot. 
As per the statement of the local residents, the pit was formed due to accumulation of the 
rainwater during the rainy season. The statements of local residents also affirm that no 
excavation using JCBs or any form of mining activity has been carried out at the site. Copy of 
the statement is attached as Annexure-111. Some portion of the land was under sesame 
cultivation. 

Site was jointly inspected by AEE HPSPCB Nurpur and the Mining Inspector, Indora 
on dated August 29, 2024. As per the report (Annexure-11), the site is located near Tara Khad 
in Village Kudsan, adjacent to Indora. During the inspection, no illegal mining activity was 
found, nor were there any signs of excavation at the site. It appears that the area is filled with 
sand and vegetation has grown over it. Water samples were collected upstream and downstream 
of Tara Khad before it merges with the Beas River. These samples were sent to a laboratory 
for water quality analysis. Photograph of the site is attached as Annexure-IV. 

SITE INSPECTION REPORT 

To verify the claims made in the Divya Himachal article published on May 13, 2024, 
site inspection was also conducted on December 2, 2024 after the end of monsoon season. The 
joint inspection team comprised of the Sub-Divisional Officer (Civil) Indora, AEE HPSPCB 
Dharamshala, AEE HPSPCB Sub-Regional Officer Nurpur, the Mining Inspector Indora, and 
the Mining Officer Nurpur. A list of officers/officials present during the joint inspection is 
attached as Annexure-V. 

FINDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE: 

1. The site depicted in the photograph published in the news item is located near Tara 
Khad in Village Kudsan, Tehsil Indira, Distt. Kangra, HP. 

2. As per revenue records, the land is comprised in Khata No. 262 Min, Khatouni No. 352 
Min, bearing Khasra No. 861/1, area measuring 12-98-89 HM, A1alkiyat Sarkar 
Himachal Pradesh, Kabza Taabe Hukuk Bartan Bartandaarn & Kisam Gair Mumkin 
Khad. 
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-'· /\ part of the hmd bearing Khasra Number 86 1/1 has been illegally encroached upon by 

the local res idents. Encroachment cases under Section 163 of the Himachal Pradesh 

Land Revenue Ac t, 1954 are currently pending for adjudication before the Court of Ld. 

Assistant Collector, nm1 Grade, Indora against the encroachers. 

4. On the land measuring 00-00-60 HM of Khasra No. 861/1 , a ditch was found on the 

spot. As per the statement of the local residents the ditch was formed due to 
' 

accumulation of the rainwater during the rainy season. The statements oflocal residents 

also affirm that no excavation using JCBs or any form of mining activity has been 

carried out at the site. Photograph of ditch is attached as Annexure-VI. 

5. Sesame crop was found harvested on the spot. The land is utilized by local residents for 

common purposes Photograph of harvested crop is attached as Annexure-VII. 

6. The water sample analysis report for samples collected on August 17, 2024, by AEE 

HP SPCB Sub-Regional Officer Nurpur was presented on-site. The report from AEE 

HPSPCB Dharamshala indicates that the site's water quality falls under Class-C, which 

represents a drinking water source requiring conventional treatment and disinfection. 

All parameters were compared concerning the designated best-use water quality 

criteria. 

()YZ~ 
Vikramjit 
Mining Inspector lndora 

~~ \~ 
Er. V arun Gupta 

~~ 
Suresh Kumar 
Mining Officer 

Regional Officer HPSPCB Dharamshala, 

~ 
Er. Rahul Sharma 
AEEHPSPCB 
Sub Regional Office Nurpur 

Dr. Surend r Thakur 
SDO (C) I dora 
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., l-~.P. >S1~ ATE POLLUTION CONTHOL BOARD 

N . 
, Hnn I anvcsh Bhawan", Regional Ol'lt cL: Dharnmshaln, 

ear USSS D· -· · · · • · , 
~- '- '-, .,\11, 1 chstl Dharamshnla, Distt. -Kangra (I I.P.), PIN I 7(,057 

Phone No. 01892-222628 
e-mail: n_9 b1~Qj_ass_w(.uJ/..'.. ' na i I .com. w~-bsite: http://hppcb.nic.in 

Nl1: PCB/ Mining File /RO (D/sala)/24-
To 

The Member Secretary, 
H.P · State Pollution Control Board 
Him Parivesh, Phase-III, ' 
New Shimla-9 (H.P.) 

r - ) l 1 Dated: •: :i <.~ h 01 \. ')_c._.., ') l,i 

Subject: OA No. 723/2024 titled News Item titled "~ '-!lf$tll;) @&cll ctR' ~ ~" 
appearing in divyahimachal.com dated 13.05.2024" pending before the Hon'bJc 
NGT, New Delhi. 

Sir 
' 

This is in continuation to this office let1er no : PCB/ Mining File /RO (D/sala)/24-

4073, dated: 21/09/2024 on the subject cited above. In this regard, the comparative report of sample 

collected on date: 29/08/2024 by this office in aforesaid matter is enclosed herewith as Annexure-l. 

The result of the samples were found within the prescribed standard and forwarded to your good 

office for kind information and further necessary action, please. 

Encls: As above 

Yours faithfully, 

\ \ J\ J,. x·-
\10,Ju.J.;✓- . cy~ F e-_:_ , 

Er. Varurl, Gupta 

Asstt. Environmental Engineer 
HPSPCB Dhanm1shala 

"'( C. 
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• 

( I l.l' . ST A T E 1'01,LlJTION CO NTl{OL BO A t<D 

"llim Pa rin' sh Bhnwan", ltcgional Offit-1..· Dhar;i 111 :-. hala 

~l•n r ( ;~~~. Dari, 'l\, hsil l>hnrn111sh11l11 1 Disll. - l( angra (II.I' .), PI N 176057 
l'h o t1l' No . lll81l 2-222<i 2>i 

l 1, 11 1p:ir;1iiYl' s l:ll t llll'nt 111ukr \~ atcr (Prrvcntion & Control of Pollul-io11) /\ct , l 'J74 

\u:d~~i~ Rrport : - H.-420 of Collected Tarn Khad/Nallah ad.joining of the site ir1 qucsti<,11 

tlllc~:il mining sih' ), datl'd 29-08-2024 

P:1rticulars 

pH 

'coo 

Result 
\ 

- -- ---- - --

' 

Designated Best use 

Water Quality Criteria 

Remarks 

t--__ ~-7-.6~~- --- --...... '""_6_5_t~-8~for-~lass A : ~:~::sei;ts Cla~~ in~in~ 

I O .4 water source a ftcr 

·\-soo --- -- - --\---·-·o-.-, - --1---o-2-m- g/_l_fo_1_· c- ,-a-ss A. I conventional treatment 

-i----- --- _____ \ -------------- ------------ -- -J and disinfecti on) 
4 · Oil and Grease \ Ni I j 

... - . --·-·-· -- . -- ·--. -- ·-·' 

--. ' TS S 5.2 

Rcrn arks:-

.A 11 the Param eters are co mpared w.r.l Designated Best use Water Quality Crileria. 

Q~~oJ ____ , 
:.r bl:- ➔ ~~ 

. . ()y,9 lv...L\ \~Jv,(l\, ~ ~sf C 

-I ,f CPUl 
I 

O f~ct.~1 

•\ r,' ~ 
' . 

◊,Jl.\l,\ •·~ - -- Lf\ t_).. __ 

Er. Yanrn ~~~1pta 
Asstt. Environmental Engineer, 

HPSPCB, Dha r :1m shaln 
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H.P. STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

"Him Parivcsh Bhawan", Regional Office Oharamshala 

Nc:1r (;SSS, Dari, Tchsil l>hara111shala, l>isll.-Ka11grn (II.I'.), l'JN 17(10S7 

C I 
l'ho11t• No . 0 I H->2-222(128 

' f{'' ll.!!.J1 :// li1 1J~ Q.;.!!!f .ilJ ,, .. ,,,, . -

(ti fllP:1r:1tivc .slalrment under Water (Prevention & Control of Pol111lio11) Act, 1974 

.\n :tln.is Report: - R-420 of Collected Tara Khad/Nallah adjoining of the site in qucsti<m 

tllkg.:il mining site), dated 29-08-2024 

Sr. 

No. 

PH 

P~1rticulars Result 

7.63 

Designated Best use 

Water Quality Criteria 

Remarks 

-l- - - ------ ---- . - ------ - .. - - · 

6.5 to 8.5 for class A Falls in Class - C 

2 COD 
--- ------- ----------- ---·----- ------ - -- - --- represents Drinking 

0.4 water source after 

- ·------ - ---- -··· .. ·--- __ , __ _ 

4 

5 

6 

7 

BOD 
- -- -- - --- . . I 

Oil and Grease / 

TSS 

TC 

FC 

Rcrna rks:--

0.1 

Nil 

5.2 

2400 

790 

02 mg/I for class A conventional treatment , 
I 

- / and disinfec ti on) 

- - · -- -··--·-- -- - ---· f 

<5000 MPN/100 ml for 

class C 

! 
I 

/\11 the Parameters are compared w.r.t Designated Best use Water Quality Criteria. 

:···,X)V\$,k\,\ -
.· \ -- ----=----
(s0c-,---~'i 

·:: ,- Av.,[, kuJ rC1.tv""tU :._.• 

_ <· :_:: , 1-H f: p c IJ/ 0/s,-,f ·;v 

~ ()J\1',~,_i,1':'V"' " 
Er. Varun\Cupta 

Asstt. Environmental Enoinc"r 
~ .. , 

II PS PCB, Dh:1 ra msh:11:t 
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~9'-1UsSC1° ~ (~O) 

~ ri::.l ( f , ~ =""cfi I,...,,..◄ I ;i-.-..-11-+~. "Sf. I 

'~9 /cfif. cfif. 

~: News Item " ~ '-11f9.i41 ~ ©l©i:11 cfi"{ ~ ~.-dh:1 .. appearing in 

divyahimachal.com dated 13-05-2024 t ~'+fit I 

'39 uw ~ t ~'+fit 3Tftfct) cfil4T&14 '9"5f m 4712/~ Rr11cfi 03-09-2024 

cfiT 61 -j,9 I i:1 rf I it SI cfi (O I cfiT '& I rf cf1 rf ~ ~ "fl cfi (cl I ~ ~ I Jj,d I fcl cfi fti:rli ~~ ~ ~ 

1Tf7TT ~ fcfi' ~ +-11+-li:11 ~ ~+-11-i:ti:1 fi+-11-i:tl( TT it~~"~ +-11Rhii1 ~ ©l© ,11 cfi"( Rm 
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.-i+=cr{ 861/1 "CR:~ mm~~ U ¥ ~tr 'cfiooTT cfi"{ ~~~ITT~~ 'fl'~ tiQl4cfi 
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~o mo~ "CR:~ cfi gt~~~ ~1 ~ m ,p:q( t ~~"CR: fiIT;r cfi fctJ11~ ~ oo 

~ I ~ ~ U 1'&d 1€Q ft' '1DTT 1PTT fcfi' 4'W ~ JCB ~ U ~ 'rl" gt~ ~ 'rl" ~ ~ 

~cfiT~cfi'<+ft-1:fPTT 1PTT~ I ~'f~~m'U~cfif~~~\JfTTTTt ~~~ 
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/ 

Dated: 02-12-2024 

Attendance of the Joint Inspection conducted on dated 02-12-2024 trndN· Hrn ChtUr'mt11i.M,, 

of SDO (C) Indora, regarding verification of News Article 0 1lilit Jff~ l ff MflWf' ffl' "1Jr 

,rc{t;c1" at Village Kursan under Sub Division Indorb. Fblitiwing otticiuf~/otfiet,r.~ urFl 

'1>resent in the inspection: 

Sr. Name & Designation of the 
No. officer/officials 

Deptt.loffi ce Co1Hect Nu, 

1. b>t . !:.~e>\)t1r TA4 
2. S CAA-Qefv\ \ Cu V)'\fJlL 

TM-~ r-{ tq /\1\kY Ll,l 

3. FR> "'YN\..." 
-

c,· 1 ] 11 ,-,/ /),,/~ 

4. ~ ,AEf 
5 . . I ~,~~ <--<J 

6. K\" ~es.."' . 
7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 
---·- ----l--1 

15. 

, 16. 

17. 
-----------~-- - --· 

-· ----- l 

- - -- ---~ 

- ~ 
I 

------------~-----
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thv ll .111' n l, l\ C l P<·l li i. 

: ;. , .. ; .. ,. i,; , ,•1 .·:·,: 11 ·:~· ,,, J "tl,. ., ,,, ~, · ,,., ,, •. , r 11, .111 1: ·· 1i , ... ,,~· 1 ,.,: 111 , , r, .. , • , 1. · 

_: s~:-.; 7 da1.:,/ ()..: .0-:-. _·.,1 -l , .,, .n ~ ) Pl (i1:<..1 ,·,i.·d ,d11, v,; . 11, rhi, ,,:fc:11;1,,.,. , '. r . 1 .. 1,,r ,,,.,! ,:·, ' 

c,fri :.: icd oi' thi,, il ( i'i .. -.: . l ,11-i , (! ;1 ,i, 1i111 in '-p.: ,: 1i11 11 ;, 1111 1 '. ' ,,ri cf1 : 1, ,,1.!',,111 , ,, .,,,1 /,t, :11,: .. ';,; r " 

/-lPSPCB 'Nurpur ,,11 d :11.· . : ~••,ll ' i ,,2112-i duri!I ! rl1 1: l.' 11 111 ~.: 111 ,p:,t i.1·.p~. 11, r / II · :,1-,, , ,., .:·k i ::'"': 1 ,,,, 

· .. •.-.:: r<' n,.:, iJkga l minin_.! ',,·.r,; Hl ·l i, .: l!II the :--pot. ( :up_, (if ' Jn •nt ,11 ,,pi.::1i1 ,1, 1t.:i; ,/! ·;:,;I , .1: 11 :, ·, /•,n n- :1, ,,.,, 
, 
,',; 

fn this c,m1t:.,1 .t,,e ;;oi nt wis~ "'-'':ui sitc: informa tion dc.: ~iri: b; yc111 r CJfficc i'! ,i ', uwkr> 

The a-:rion taken a~ainst illega l min ing i11 !,1st t ·.~ () ) t.:<ir:-. of.I n.: :1fi,i· ... :.i id ;.i ri.:~ i: :: rht ~.,.· ::. ~ 

dcpartmenr is e1,c lo ~ed J.;, ;.111ni;!xur•: £: . lt is fu11:1cr informed wac ri,Jii.: t0 ti111 C; .wrpr! '. ;- : : -, ;C 

were condu ,~t'.!d b:,· Departn1e1H and adio 11 wk,;1. a~ pr.:r pn.w i~;a, c. f la ~- .ind fi h:d offici;: • ;,r,: 

abc, dircc,i:d ,c , l:ec.:p vi ~ii in nforsaic area. 

") [1 is funhe r in formed rh:H 1l 1L· g o 1 ·c-n1111cnt ,:,f H ima..:L ::i l Prnd,d , h:,s grc1 nt.ed tl l!: ::,, . ,,:: .. 

. \ ·Iin ir:g it- ,:.,t: 1i, r _;:on · cru;!Jcr ni're, ..:onipl.:ti"n 1,t' cordol fi -nu hi•:; If! ·r d nil (uL~· . · ,' " 

K?.ncr2 1-! P. i ii ,! ); .\-'. ! t1i1 1!! ku -;1.·s :.t!a..:lli.:d :h .'.l .111c-,. t. 1·: C.) [:Ii!,., :, :1 · '11: , u !fic i.: nJ;•, ~ :! 

~ 
-

no opt;r: ,;ak in ini l.:· J.: ; 1:;•..: ~rasw:d in lcli;;1, H1c un, . u :s• t f-~f.1 ,~1 .. . l I:' . 

Th is inform i li,j; i: 1;01 .t, :ii:aok :s: tl; is o ffic.: 1.:•.:c- rds . 

fli i ; i: hr y~:,u r ir:!umial iun ~1.1.J Jli.:CC: :i~ary :t ..: t i1i!i rk .1 -,:..: . 

Y,111r fa ithfu l!) 

Cop:, 1.0: 

l. Th.: D.:pu!y u,1, i n ·:-; icJ! ~r L:111~1;1 J D! !,lt.11 11•,. 1.1 :.r; ;- 1, k .111_. 1 

8.+3-'!'A -ADC G:i, l:• ! ·13. J8-::(J?..J & \q 5;-::; · f': .- ~, l; \i l l _t !l ,J 

11 /tas<: . 

2. 'Jh :: SV\·I ii:,Yi:: I J· ;H < .,!1 .!U, . l l i. i : . b l l;,.,t ., -.i .. I , ' If,:. ,•: 

V-Thr.: A.'.>:> i~lu1. i ! .11~• i·, .n11 L·1,.al L! ,.~ i1,, ~r lll• \1 ' l f, ·•. c:, 1, .. r IJi -u 1 . 

p:ease and 11 : u •!::o '~J . _\ UL 1 i1,11 r !i:u-; 

. L .!. ·' . \- ~ I. ; _ ... ,l.rr• -Jr 
'. ~ . ' ' -0 I ' , 
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